
 
 
 
 
 
 

AYLESBURY VALE BRANCH PROGRAMME 2019  
 

@ Stoke Mandeville Methodist Church, Eskdale Road, HP22 5UJ 
 

MEETINGS; 2.30 – 4.30 p.m. 
AVEG branch members; £2.50/Visitors £5/Students £1 

 
Saturday 19 January 2019 

HARRIET RIDDELL – TRAVELS WITH MY SEWING MACHINE  

 
Harriet Riddell is a Textile Performance Artist, who travels around the world with her sewing machine, stitching 
portraits and landscapes from life. Adventure, interaction and meeting new people are all key themes which 
encourage Harriet to stitch the way she does and are three reasons why Harriet is coming to Aylesbury to speak to 
the members and friends of AVEG. Come and listen to a patchwork of stories collected around the world with a 
sewing machine in tow.    http://institchyou.co.uk/  www.harrietriddell.com  

 
Saturday 16 February 2019 

STITCHING SESSION WITH AVEG MEMBERS 

 
This will be a great opportunity for members and visitors to 
try a new stitch or technique, stitch a current project or bring along something needing help and advice from others.   
Enjoy an afternoon of activities suitable for beginners as well as those with more experience.  Samples, stitch guides, 
fabric and threads will be available for use.  Bring a sewing kit and favourite fabrics/threads if you have them! 
https://avegblog.wordpress.com/       https://www.facebook.com/avegblog/  



 
Saturday 16 March 2019 

RICHARD MCVETIS – THE POTENTIAL OF PROCESS 

 
A member of the distinguished 62 Group of Textile Artists, Richard McVetis is renowned for his exquisitely 
embroidered drawings and sculptures.  A student of embroidery and constructed textiles, Richard is captivated by 
the repetitive nature of process, driving his exploration of the similarities between pen on paper and thread on 
fabric.  Richard was a finalist in the 2018 Loewe Craft Prize with his piece “Variations of a Stitched Cube”. 
www.richardmcvetis.co.uk    http://craftprize.loewe.com/en/craftprize2018#exhibition2018  
   

Saturday13 April 2019 
ALISON HULME – MY LIFE IN STITCH 

 
“A bit sad, quite funny, how I got to stitch and where it has taken me ……………….”  Popular textile artist Alison 
Hulme finished her foundation degree in stitched textiles in 2013.  Since then Alison has been screen printing fabric 
and using this to create bags and pinnies to her own design in a huge variety of colours and patterns.  Alison was an 
exhibitor and demonstrator at the Knitting and Stitching Shows in 2018; it’ll be great to have her along to talk to us. 
https://alisonhulmetextiles.wordpress.com/    



 
Saturday 18 May 2019 

JENNIFER COLLIER -THE ART OF PAPER AND STITCH 

 
Paper pioneer Jennifer Collier creates exquisite sculptures from vintage recycled materials in conjunction with stitch; 
a contemporary twist on traditional textiles. The papers serve as both the inspiration and the media for the work 
and are transformed into something truly unique, delicate and complex. Most recently Jennifer has been collecting 
rarely used, heritage stitches, translating the art of lost stitches onto paper, giving new life to things that would 
otherwise go unused, unloved or be thrown away; we will be inspired!  
www.jennifercollier.co.uk    www.facebook.com/jennifer.collier.77   http://twitter.com/paperjennifer   
https://www.instagram.com/paperjennifer/   www.unittwelve.co.uk    

 
Saturday 8 June 2019 

MARY SLEIGH – AFRICAN TEXTILES AND BEADWORK 

 
Textile artist, teacher and collector, Mary feels passionately that our own craft and textile heritage, as well as those 
of other cultures, should be celebrated and passed on to future generations. Regular visits to southern Africa have 
been a constant source of inspiration and focus for Mary’s work in recent years.  Journeys into more remote areas 
of Namibia and Tanzania have provided a feast of wonderful experiences and visual images of vast spaces, colours, 
pattern and textures.  An inveterate collector as well as textile practitioner, Mary will have much to show and tell!   
www.lizard-dance.com    www.textilestudygroup.co.uk  

 



 
Saturday 20 July 2019 

STITCHING SESSION WITH AVEG MEMBERS 

 
This will be the second opportunity in the year for members and visitors to enjoy an afternoon of stitching suitable 
for beginners as well as those with more experience.  Bring a sewing kit and fabrics and threads from your stash if 
you have them; fabrics/threads etc. will be available if you haven’t!                                               
https://avegblog.wordpress.com/      https://www.facebook.com/avegblog/  

 
 

Saturday 21 September 2019 
AGM followed by GEORGINA BELLAMY – A NEW WAY TO GOLDWORK 

 
Embroidery artist and designer Georgina Bellamy specialises in a form of embroidery she is pioneering; a cross 
between goldwork and stump-work, creating many 3-D animals for sale and exhibition.  Georgina and her irresistible 
work featured in “Kirsty’s Christmas Crafts 2018”, bringing her ground-breaking work to a wider audience, and 
rightly so.  Georgina’s first big solo exhibition with the Knitting and Stitching Shows will take place in 2019, so we 
will be privy to a sneak peek of some of her exhibition creations; great!           www.thatembroiderygirl.com                
https://www.facebook.com/georgina.bellamy                  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGrsFdvc5Vs 

 



 
Saturday 19 October 2019 

JANETTE BRIGHT – THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL AND ITS TOKENS 

 
Janette has a lifelong love of history and always combines these two themes in her work, regularly using the archives 
of the London Foundling Hospital as a starting point for her stitching.  As a result of her historical research Janette 
now works at the Foundling Museum, assisting in the research of several historical exhibitions, contributing to the 
latest edition of the Museum’s guidebook and co-authoring a small book about its tokens.  Longstanding member of 
the Embroiderers’ Guild and the East Anglian Stitch Textile group, Janette will bring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to our meeting.   http://easttextile.co.uk/janette.html     https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/  

 
 

Saturday 16 November 2019 
LUCY LEVENSON – SEWING WITH LOVE 

 
Lucy works from a table in the cellar of the old Hertfordshire pub that is her home.  In her own folk-art style, Lucy 
makes applique cushions and pictures, decoupage prints on canvas, giclee prints, greetings cards and other small 
items.  Following a successful career as a photographer, Lucy’s outlook on life changed when her daughter became 
seriously ill.  Over time Lucy has been able to turn her hobby of painting and making craft pieces for herself into 
work which is in demand both locally and further afield.  Come along to hear Lucy’s inspiring story and to see her 
beautiful work.  http://www.lucylevenson.com/        https://www.facebook.com/lucylevenson  



 
Saturday 7 December 2019 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
VISITORS WELCOME 

 
 
 

DAY WORKSHOPS; 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
@ Stoke Mandeville Methodist Church, Eskdale Road, HP22 5UJ 

AVEG branch members; £30/Visitors £35 
Advance booking and payment required for workshops 

 
Saturday 9 March 2019 

POLLY WOOLSTONE – OUT OF INDIA 

 
We will start our day with Polly by looking at different ways of recording images and colours.  This will include 
experimental ways of mark-making and printing which will then be developed into stitch.  The aim of the day is to 
give us lots of ideas to either explore further in a sketchbook or to develop into a finished piece.  Nice! 



 
Saturday 27 April 2019 

RICHARD MCVETIS – HAND EMBROIDERY 

 
In this workshop Richard will share with us his love of stitching, exploring a range of hand embroidery 
stitches and techniques.  We will explore the tenderness, as well as the slowness and rhythms of hand 
stitching, the versatility and strengths of embroidery for drawing and mark making, and the pleasure in 
having time to make.  With Richard’s support throughout the day we will have the opportunity to create 
textures and patterns, to work a stitch in different threads to change its scale and spacing and to combine 
stitches to mark make and draw; a day of inspiration, discovery and enjoyment. www.richardmcvetis.co.uk  
   

Saturday 22 June 2019 
ALISON HULME – PRINT AND MORE PRINT 

 
“Discover your design gene! We start with thermofax screens and go on to use gellie plates, stencils and stamps.  
Everyone has a lot of fun and produces lots of work.“  
What’s not to like?  Come along and create your own unique fabric in a fun-filled and productive day with Alison, 
our Queen of Print!    https://alisonhulmetextiles.wordpress.com/    



 
 

Saturday 2 November 2019 
DAY WORKSHOP WITH AVEG MEMBERS 

 
Just a whimsical idea ………………. We’ve got lots of expertise within the branch so do please let us know what 
you might like to do for the day …………. Decorations and gifts for Christmas?  Buttons, badges and brooches?  
Bags and bunting?  Looking forward to hearing from you!   

 
 
 

Meetings and workshops are held at Stoke Mandeville Methodist Church, Eskdale Road,  
Stoke Mandeville, HP22 5UJ. 

 
Monthly meetings 2.30-4.30 pm. 

AVEG branch members; £2.50/Visitors £5/Students £1 
 

Workshops run from 10am - 4pm. 
AVEG branch members; £30/Visitors £35 

Advance booking and payment required for workshops 
 
 
 

VISITORS WELCOME 
 
 
 

Contact for more information: 
Sue Robinson 

suerobinson053@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Full details of all our events can be found at: 
https://avegblog.wordpress.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/avegblog/ 


